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mother of Maria Theresa, left for Spain with an enor-
mous following. There were ninety carriages and wagons
and four hundred and five horses in her train.
Historians are agreed that Elisabeth-Christina was
a woman of unusual beauty. Lady Mary Wortley
Montagu, the wife of the English Ambassador in Con-
stantinople, who frequently saw the Emperor Charles
and his wife in Vienna in 1716, was enthusiastic about
her. Lady Mary thought her " the most beautiful
Princess on earth."
" I was perfectly charmed with the Empress/' Lady
Mary writes. " I cannot, however, tell you that her
features are regular; her eyes are not large, but have
a lively look full of sweetness; her complexion is the
finest I ever saw, her nose and forehead well made, but
her mouth has ten thousand charms that touch the soul.
When she smiles, 'tis with a beauty and sweetness that
forces adoration. She has a vast quantity of fine fair
hair, but then her person! One must speak of it
poetically to do it rigid justice; all that the poets have
said of the mien of Juno, the air of Venus, come not up
to the truth. The Graces move with her, the famous
statue of Medicis was not formed with more delicate
proportions; nothing can be added to the beauty of
her neck and hands. Till I saw them, I did not believe
that there were any in nature so perfect, and I was
almost sorry that my rank here did not permit me to
kiss them; but they are kissed sufficiently, for every-
body that waits on her pays that homage at their
entrance, and when they take leave/'
Even phlegmatic Charles was struck by his wife's
beauty when he first saw her after her arrival in Spain.
Their first meeting was arranged at Mataro, two miles
north of Barcelona. Elisabeth-Christina had reached

